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FROM PROF. F, W. PUTNAM, OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY.

“The mastodon did not become extinct untll after man appeared on the sarth, We
of the glacial perlod, which proyves that they existed combaratively lately. The reglon where Indlans are report-
ed to have recently seen traces of & mastodon, or mammoth, is very favorable {or prolonged existence. As I
understand It, white men have never penetrated there, and Indigns ve ]
family of mastodons has survived until the present. The forelts and mountains of the Yukon valley are strewn
with the skeletons of these enormous creatures, and who shall say, therafore, that glgantic game does not awalt

F. W. PUTNAM, Harvard Unlversity.

Flé-OM THE EXPERT OF THE NATURAL SCIENGE INSTITUTE AT ROGHESTER.

the Huntsman in these wilda?"

To 'W. R. Hearst, the Journal:

I remember that on two or three occasions hunting parties of natlves have brought to fhe Northwestern
trading posts vague reports that they had seen mammoths,
seems, however, to Indicate more recént obiservation and more immediate
isolated specimens survive in parts of the country as yet unexplored.

FROM THE NATURALIST OF THE U. S. NATIONAL MUSEUM AT WASHINGTON, |

To W. R. Hearst, the Journal:

There |5 every reason to belleve that the proliose!desns inhabit
tively recent period. The Indlans speak of the species s
“Great Spivlt" drove the savage monsters i order to s ave smaller game from destruction, N
expaditions to Alaska has, however, as yot reported & ny trace of the continued presence of the mammoth,

. _FROMTHE AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN,

I ‘"@vidence is dccumulating that the mammoth existed up to quite a recent date,
have seen these anlmals, and that they feed on the boughs of & species of fir fres gnd

WHAT OUR EMINENT

FPALEONTOLOGIST

The secount from

leaning agsinst a tree'—Editorlal in thé' Amerlean Antiguatian, vol. IX.

= HERD ¢omes from Alsskn the amnz-

ing report that an living mameoth

wis Eeen and puraued by a party of

native ‘hunters In the White Rlver basin,
only a few weeks ago.

The American glant elephant, or' mam-
moth, 15 asboclated, o the minds of the
most unscientifie men, with flving dragons
aml the moustrous sauriang swhich hocame
extinet thousunds of yenrs Léfoie the Nu-
man’ race existed; but' the mammoth, pro-
diglons a brute ak be ls, s, gealoglealiy
speaking, o contemporary of ours; and in-
qulty among expert paloontologikts shows
i1’ to be quite possibie (hat isolated spel-
mitits of “Elepbns primigenus”  still stur-
vive In the. remote valleys of the Nortlh-
wast,

The bunting tribe of the White River,
cousisting of only aboyt sixty men, Is a
Striinge oixture of natlve riees. The
“Stlek,”" or Tabicheesh, Indlans, were driv-
e down toward the coast Ly the Chilent
tribe, and in turn benten back to the moun-
talng by their jpabillty to cope. with the
Tulttlcoots, wlo luhablt the eoaat and hlgh-
lindg fron ‘Mt St. Bies to the Rlvpr Ngaa,
afil who ate the most skilful boatmoen
tind seal hpntérs of all fle nntive races,
In the eourse of thelr trihal wars and in-
térvale of peaceful crading, these thres na-
tlong developeil a mixed band of hunters,
cijuodly ot lomes on the lee floes of the
coast, the rapids of the Yukon tributaries
‘and the glaciers over which the meountaln
goats make thelr way to the remote vil-
leys of the Interlor. Living for the most
part on the flesh of the black benr and carl-
bow, {hesy occaslonally come down to tle
Bound for sonl, und the tliree somlaks, ln
whleh they descend the Yuken, wre alyags
weleomed by the tinders at Fort Relkirk,

who are eager to buy the chosen pelts and
broad antless .with whleli the boats are
loaded,

These traders always ask the natives for
news of fosalls, and from time to time #uc-
caed in obiaining large tusks, which are

g0ld to museums £or high prices, nnd the
‘triders bave sgmetimes heard stories of the

pursult of a lving mammeth, bat wntil
now all of these tales were sold by the nar-
rators to be traditions handed down by
thely forefuthers. The hunfers themselves
are a very stmple, practical people, busly
engaged in earning o lvelihood, not at all
disposed to waste much (ime over their

legends, and not'ot all glven to romaneing

about thelr ndventures, which seem to' them
fs prosale ad a bricklayer's task,

Carter, the Canadinn fur buyer, wlo bas

opened a new trading post on the bank of
the XYukon just below the month of the
White River, was the first white man «who
heand ‘this story of the liying mammoth
seen thls Fall an the shore ol Sand: Lalke.
The bost's orew deserlbed the beast.as
“oonuevak malutzub,' or fSercely active,
and nf first the trader thought they had
feen a remarkably large bear. Bnt when
they deseribed the “waving stove-pipe,” or
“hiltyet,” av its head, ond corrobiorated
one gnother In statlng that the orenture
had thrown water over lts back from this
lngge tube, Carter questloned them wore
closely. They sald they had At frst boen
afsid to approach the beast, which was
stunding with its forelegs In the water, and
that, when it had foroed away, they bad
beached thelr boat where It had stood and

made’ notelies on' the boat framie corre-

Spbniding to the dlameter of the fooiprint.
The tusks, they #nld, were not g large ns
tho better run of fossll spectmeny they had

scon, but were 48 long s thelf Ieshook

raported dlscovery at the hond' waters of

wliloh measored ten feet. Carter's acconut the White River Is cartuinly of the grent-
of the matter is that tp to this point Lo est possible interest. It will Lo seon from
bellevod the story, but when the hunters, the ofiiifons and observatlons vollected on
et on describing the benst ns having a fhis page that experts pgrde that the mam-

heavy coat of

hroat and belly autl] 1t almost touched the tvely recent period.
gronnd, he lost falth, beeause the pletures
that e bnd segn showed the
Ay u miutter ¥et been completely extirpated 18 a stae

of mammoths |
ereature to be without hair.
of faot, the mammoths which have beén

fotinil encaged in fce o a pevfoct state of

wobl, which hung from its Moth inhabited the Northwest ot a compara-

‘That this monster,
mote hiuge, than the (argest slsphant and
more ferorions than a rbinccores, hns not
tiing porsibility.

The men who know most about the mam-

preservation In Siberly and Labrador had Mmoth are the fiw savants who have elther
A mat of conrse huly, such as the Lunters Worked In Alaska or handled the remnins
deseribed, and Carter wis probably misled collented by the varions expeditions, Most
by sowme pletures of f reconstricted mus- Prleontologists (or fossll students) concern

todon, a different spegles altogether.

This themselves with the: minute foring of the

padding was the defence of the henst from lower opganisms revesled by & microscopie
attack from beneath; and the combinatlon examination of the alder gealogleal sirats

of bristles und coarse wool aforded an

rather than with the rare remaing of the

absolute protection mgaihst the ripping S¥est mammnalia. And icis only tncidentaliy
horn of an euewmy, like the rhinoccres, or that the literature of the subject affords
ngiinst auy amphibious reptile which any definite information as to {be lsbits
might try to eviscornte the movster stand. OF the Aumericin Beheioin,

ing in the water, .

Erofessor Nathnuiel Shaler, who oocuples

When Carfer talked the mutrer over with the chair of geology at Harvasdl, his, how-

the traders-at Fort Selkirk, and they n tuen
learned from Sitka that If the story were

troe the find was & valuable one, he tried to’

find out-whether it would be possihile to take
the creature alive. The difficulties of trans-
portation are, however, g0 groot that even
If the bhunters succecded In getilug the
maminoth Into a pltfall there 18 not the

evar, given muel attention to (his especlnl

branel of seletice, and’has presented a nym-
bér of communicutions 0 the varlous
lenrned socletlns,

Willinm- Healey Dall, poleontologlet of
the Unlted States Geologicnl Survey Offlce
at Washington, s quallfie] by his ten yvears'
travel In Alaska, as well 28 by his long ex-

slightest possibility of it being brought to perlence us curntor of the United States Na-
the const In eaptivity. And as the flesh of tlonal Museum ni Washltigion, to speak

frozen mummoths bas not only been
handled, but hag actually been enten, with-

wiih autboylity. His hook, “Alnska and Its
Resourees,” s n etandard werk, and his

in the last few years, thero will be nothing many communleations to the lenrned socie-

véry new In the exhibitlon ‘of the remains
of a slgughtersd gpeclmen,

ties of this conntry carry the greatest
welght. He has collected more remplns of

 As # subject for selentlfic discussion, the the elephas primigenius than any other

ry rarely, and It {5 not Improbdble that a

communication. It I8 possible that

eq the valley of the Yukon at a compara-
“the father of ‘the buffalo,” and they belleve that

A BIG
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S SAY.

find them in the gravel

Alsska; which you submit to me,

HENRY L. WARD.

the
one of the sclentific

F. A, LUCAS,

The natlves say that they
do not lie down, but sleep
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Hying savent.

Professor John Collett, of InMnnapoils,
long the ohief of the Indlana State Burean
o_: G_mlns;‘.. Is: nuother student whose re-
segrc_rbea are of great importance, and to
him, probably, belongs the distinetlon of
having found the most recent remulus aver
unparthed.

Lisntenant TFrederick Schwatkn, whose
“Military Recotifiolsaance in Aluska” gave
the first pablished Informntion abosut the
Yulon Valley, Is another teained observer
whote views command respect, '

In ihe officid] riports and other wrltings
of these varlous authorities there are 1o
be found no accounts of liyvlng mammoths,
and most of the remains dseovered have
either consisted of bones entiraly, or were
8o frmly imbedded in lce that thelr sinte
of preservation gave no Indleation of the
time of the speclmens’ death.

Professor Collett, however, rovords In tNe
American Antlquarian the fuding of re
maing not frogen; in which the mnrrow of
the bones was sUlll so soft that the suy-
veying party uged It to grense thelr boota.
This seems eloarly: to Indipate that the
mammoth survived 1 our own time,

Professor SBhaler polnts out with great
force In one of his contributions to the
Amerlean Nuturallst that the eéllmntie
changes which have taken place In the
Northwest were not such #s to lend to the
extinction of the mammoth. The mixed
sgheathing of bristles and helr and greasy
matted wool which formed the ounter coat
of his Integument combined with the tre-
mendons thickness of hizs hide to render
the mnmmoth proof sgainst the ntmost rig-
org of the North. The stomuachs of tle
speelmons which have been found I the
ite contialtied masses of voung fr cones, fir
splites ond pine shoots, and of such rude

ligreous nutriment as this there ls stil! o
lack on the edge of the tundra. Sund Lake,
at the hend of White Ytver, lles upon the

extreme boundary of the gountry in which

cartbou find grazing eronnd, and If fhers
are in the more remote valleys some fow

mammpoths sl 1o be found, their presenge

conld only be known i one of thelr excug-
slons over the dividiog hilis happenod to
eninclde’ with one of the mare visits of 2
hunting tribe to this part of the country.
The coast of Southern Alaska haa bheen
survered and described with great exacti-
tude, nnd the immedinte vicinily of Mount
5t. Elins hns been minutely deseribed by
expeditions which have travelled about its
base. Between this line snd the source of
the White River thers Hes, boweyver, an
expanss of territory whieh will not ntreact
the general attention of hunters and trap-
pers until the Yulkon cenntry lns: been ox-
hausted.

The abundsnt growth of berrics, de-
sorlbed by Lientenant Sehwatkn as attract-
Ing both earibou and DLluck bear &t the
mouth of the White River, ¥ mnot found
dfter the first day's Jourtey up  thig
stream, and there seems to be no doubt
that the handful of natlve hinters who oc-
ecaglonally push thelr way further are the
anly people who know anything dabout the
more remote valleys.

ON CATCHING HEAT.

That s a Mora Ceorrect Expression, Say
the Doctors, Than Catching
Caold,

Boms doetors hold that there Is more
danger from golng from the cold outslide
and lote a hot rooml than from the hotalr
inte the cold. It is declured thuat It 18 nd-

vignble to get well hented bofobe golng oot
Itito the ¢old. Tt ls ferther declured (Hut ib
would Ba niore correct I most caves tol
spenk of *estebing heat” thaw of “oatde o
fnz cold™ T
Dr. Willam H. Pearso; writing ta the -
Sonlpel for Boptember, suys that Be vons
tures to differ from the populey bellef that:
there 1s spectal dunger in roing Friom o fiee
root into thes apen alr, holling, ou the dony
trary, that the hest of fhe mom or honse |
st grent pragervative ffom ohlilor “eatohs
Ing vold™ on going out futo the open siz | O
In Tpssla, in Centesl Europe, (Cannde =
and the Northems TUnited  Stites, bispsea
are mnde very warm with o dry hestodnd 8
the Winter, yot men. Women and ren
g0 o0t into & templsntare below zerp. The A
5}
.

-
-

stimulation and helghtened condition of the!
clronlntlon and nerves, and unitinate moles '-*
culgs of prefoplusoy, glve oo great power =
of resistance to the outer Intense cold, pre
vonting el In the firel exposurs sl
exgretve with 15 Infisilte motiond, ‘a8
were, talies up and maintains the eﬂx.' J
tlong of resistanee, Lk
Dr. Pepisi sivs thet he hag walled‘ag - 08
midnlght from a Mighly ledted mangibd
acress Hoston Commaen, In Lis ﬂﬁ,w_.l;-‘_ f —
only, on a cnlm, starry nlght, the (empire
aturg about zem. He suifersd’ oo Meons 4
venlence and folt sure that “the % =g
of the hent of the hovke guve bl m ‘fi
of veslsthnes 1o the cold, L T
The Modlgrl Hecord declares ot T
Peprse ls undonbtedly correct in Ms obsure
vilffon that duc can eome from 8. bot 1
info the ool outer air nod ran but ..Iltx,%"
ehanoe of eateling eold. The datgep
rather iy entoring o hot room oot a’rw:."‘;'.'
espeemlly un unventllated hot room. . ¢ ©

'Wéuldé See

12 .

‘The best poasgﬁe connectiong to-day,
which, g a rule, eannot be made, will en-
nbile n traveller to ‘go avound the woild
It seventy-one days, The gvernge tlime &
about one-third more. The routes vary,
but the shartest cut would be thls: New
York to Southampton; Southnuipton to
Brindlsl vin Sticx Canal, Red Sen, ot to
Yokohamin; Tokohnmi to San Pranolsso by
steamer and thence by rall over the Amer-
fean continent, fu geventy.oné days. '

Cagy would e gs follows:

on His Journey Ower the New

To accomplish the trip In thlrty days
over the trans-Slberian route, the ltlner.
New York to
Brethen, T duys; Bremen' to 8t. Peters-

bufg, 1% dihys; Bt. Petersburg to Viadi-|

vostork, Sih days; Viadivostock to San Frin-

| elgco, ) days: Bin Princiseo to New York,

4 duys, Total, 30 daye,

To mike this trip, say In Novembenr,
1000, the flobe glrdler would board nan
Amerfean liner and on the seventh day

wake up ln Germany. Rural Germany and
the benutiful cagtled Ruine would greet
him on the first sevtlon of the overland
Buropean trip, 'Then, as Mg course veated
to the narthward towssd St Peterdburg,
he would pass under the shelter of snow-
clag hills, and the country all about him
would be typleal of Winter, with here and
there o little village peopled with Rus-
slan peasants In thelr queer fur garments,
nutil the noble spires of the palace and

enthedrals of the Nuestan capitnl were in
aight.

And then on from 8Bt etersburg fcross
the blenk Siberlan steppes, mille dfter mile
without o slgn of 1ife, and fle sky meeting
Ahe earil on'nll sides. At tlumles thie truv-
eller wonld sde & hpnd' of peasants riding
along on sledgcs drawn hy dogs or In the
quesr Ruskinn slelghs.  An oppasionnl binck

'Tﬂans-Sibéﬂian Railway Route

working ont the explation of thelr erimes.
As the tealn sped slong it wounld doubtless
‘puss severnl gnugs of men chained together,
with an offiver of the Czar, whip in bhand,
towering over the starved serefohes; urging
thiem to the list remainlng potod of energy
In their emaciated bodles

Then for countless miles the scene wonld
be an nnvuryltig_oqe. the monotony only

spot on the great lce plaln wonld tell of &
coal  wmine where poiltieni prisoners wore
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relleved by an occaslonal convict settle-
~ment.  Gridanlly as the course turned to

the south, toward the northern fronticr of
China; the seene would change untll the
surronndings wounld tell that the traln Fod
arrived in the neighborbood of the Innd of
Li Hung Chang.

A few hours more snd the senconst
would be reached, and the traveller would
look out on the noble barbor of Viedive
stock, with Japan to the south. The
trip from there to Americd would be on

bonrd the new steamers that wonld run dl

. .M
erct efther to ¥aveouver or San Franelsear
In il the civilized connules of the M.
there ks 0 smadand gaufe for t_m‘.yh- &,’; &
raliways srliteh kas InD nearlr every (1
stames been  pdopted. . Bur (e 5
prince dors not Intend to take wny oh
und law exlablishod & glage heveral i 8
widér tun other Biuvag antions, so m“;_'i.
4
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i easi of sear théy cdnoot swibteh! ;
engines and eara om 10 lis Yrocks aud i .
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conyey troops fo the luteriir
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